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(54) PRODUCTION OF 2,3,6,7,10,1 1-HEXAHYDROXYTRIPHENYLENE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain the subject compound useful as a raw material for a 
mesogen of a discotic liquid crystal, a leuco dye or a semiconductor in high yield. 
SOLUTION: Catechol is initially reacted with a transition metallic compound [e.g. iron(lll) 
chloride] to provide a reactional mixture containing 2,3,6,7,10,11- hexahydroxytriphenylene 
(hereinafter referred to as HHTP) and a transition metallic complex of the HHTP and/or a 
quinone substance. The reducing treatment of the resultant reactional mixture is then carried 
out to afford the HHTP which is the objective compound. The amount of the transition metallic 
compound used for the reaction is preferably 2.0-3.2mol based on 1 mol catechol expressed in 
terms of an anhydride. The reaction is preferably conducted by adding 0.01-10.0mol oxidizing 
agent such as oxygen based on 1 mol catechol thereto. 
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